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fact, as so often happens, the spiritual ideas, which gave
rise to the quarrel, became rapidly of less account than the
quarrel itself; the conflict of ideas is almost buried under
the violence of conflicting acts*   Perhaps this would not
have been so, had not each side in its terror and despair
allied itself to  doubtful  allies;   the  Spartacists, by
appealing to the streets, inevitably opened their doors to
crime and common misdemeanour, while the democrats,
by falling back on the trained officer, found to their dis-
may that they had surrendered to the old militarism.    I
do not wish to balance the errors committed.   I will
ask the reader to refer back to the Note at the beginning
of this chapter on that point.   If the following chapter
seems to omit any description of the surrender to
militarism, that is because such surrender really came a
good deal later, and could not reasonably be included in
my period*   In general, I have described the struggle
itself rather than discussed the theories of society which
it was supposed to decide.   For, whatever may be the.
future course of those theories, and however important
the form in which they may eventually revive, for the
remaining short period under discussion the cardinal
and outstanding thing is not really a spiritual conflict, but
the sheer, unadulterated fact of civil war.